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Call To Worship  

God, our Holy Parent, watches over us 

with love and deep compassion. 

We have not been orphaned. 

Jesus, our brother and the pioneer of our faith, 

leads us by truth, in word and deed. 

We have not been orphaned. 

The Holy Spirit, our Advocate, Guide, and constant companion, 

breathes with us day and night. 

We have not been orphaned. 

The community of the faithful exists 

beyond time and space. 

We have not been orphaned. 

The Word of Hope recedes into the past 

and marches forward into the future, 

carrying us through life of its way. 

We have not been orphaned. 

Thanks be to God. 

      Come, let us worship God! 

 

Hymn 249   Because You Live, O Christ  Vruechten tune  

 

Because you live, O Christ, 

the garden of the world has come to flower, 

the darkness of the tomb 

is flooded with your resurrection power. 

 



Refrain: The stone has rolled away and death cannot imprison! 

O sing this Easter Day, for Jesus Christ has risen, 

has risen, has risen, has risen! 

 

Because you live, O Christ, 

the spirit bird of hope is freed for flying, 

our cages of despair 

no longer keep us closed and life-denying. 

 

Refrain 

 

Because you live, O Christ, 

the rainbow of your peace will span creation, 

the colors of your love 

will draw all humankind to adoration. 

 

Refrain 

 

Call to Prayer 

 

Prayer of Grief        

(Hold silence) 

 

One: As we cope with illnesses experienced by our loved ones, as we mourn the 

death of those we have cared for,  

All: we pray for your peace that surpasses understanding to settle with us.  

One: As the sadness increases over what has been and will be lost,  

All: we pray for your compassion to accompany us. 

One: As the quiet of loneliness grips our minds,  

All: we pray for your call of faithfulness to give us purpose.  

One: As we long for a friendly hug, a shared meal over the same table, a reunion 

of loved ones, 

All: we pray for your abiding presence to wipe away our tears and assure us of 

your love and tender grace.  

One: Holy God, as we lament the brokenness of our world: the unjust systems 

which privilege some and oppress many; which provide healthcare for some and 



leave many suffering; which provides stability for some and leave many insecure 

and vulnerable, 

All: we pray for your resurrection power to bring healing and wholeness to all 

your children. 

One: Be with us in our grief, O God. 

All: And bring us a greeting of peace. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Peace 

One: Each year, we, as Christians celebrate two holy holidays - Christmas and 

Easter. On Christmas Eve, we tell the story of the angels heralding the good news 

to the shepherds, to us, that the Christ-child is born and he brings peace to all 

the earth. And, on Easter, we tell the stories of Jesus appearing to the disciples 

after he had been raised. To the women who discovered the tomb where he once 

lay was empty, Jesus said to them:  

All: “Do not be afraid.”   

One: And, to the disciples, when they were locked behind closed doors - filled 

with grief and fear following his death - Jesus appeared to them and he said,  

All: “Peace be with you.” 

One: Church, we tell these stories as a reminder that our God’s steadfast love 

endures forever. This is true in times of joy and in times of sorrow. This is true in 

times of clarity and in times of uncertainty. With mercy and love, Christ meets us 

where we are and offers us peace that surpasses understanding.  

All: Thanks be to God.     

 

First Reading    Psalm 66: 8-20 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Gospel Reading   John 14: 15-21 

 

Sermon    Both, And         Rev. J.C. Cadwallader 

 

Moment of Silence 

 

Blessing for the Graduates  



 

Congratulations to Leah Miller, Daniel McCloskey, Rowyn Davis, Charlie Gordon, 

Kirsten Duncan, Mark D’Ostilio, Graham Bridgeman, Nate Lee, and Alisa 

Dunovant. 

 

Prayers of the People             Deacon Bruce Gordon  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Invitation to Offering 

 

Offertory       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling       Hyfrydol tune 

  

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav'n to earth come down: 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown: 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev'ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit, 

let us find the promised rest: 

take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its Beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 

 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 



pray and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish, then, thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be: 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee; 

changed from glory into glory, 

'til in heav'n we take our place, 

'til we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Charge/Benediction 
 

 


