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Call To Worship  
Let us pray: God of all Creation, we do not know the face of the future, any more 
than your disciples did.  
Like them, we have many questions: how to live how to bear witness.  
Like them, we thirst for the spring waters of the Spirit to inspire us in our living  
to give us a heart language in our testimony. 
You have been raised in glory that we might rise with dignity.  
You live in power that we might live in peace.   
You are present everywhere that we might be fully present in our own lives  
This we believe.  
This we step out on. Amen.  
Come, let us worship God! 
 
 
Hymn   In the Bulb There is a Flower           Promise tune 

 

In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 

in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter 
there’s a spring that waits to be, 

unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 

there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 

unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 



In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 

in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity. 

In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 

unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

 
Call to Prayer 
 
Prayer of Grief        

(Hold silence) 
 

One: As we cope with illnesses experienced by our loved ones, as we mourn 
the death of so many of our siblings,  

All: we pray for your peace that surpasses understanding to rest upon your 
hurting people.  

One: As the sadness increases over what has been and will be lost,  
All: we pray for your compassion to accompany us. 
One: For those of us struggling with the loss of work, with changed plans, 

with lost opportunities,  
All: we pray for your call of faithfulness to give us purpose.  
One: As we long for a friendly hug, a shared meal over the same table, a 

reunion of loved ones, 
All: we pray for your abiding presence to wipe away our tears and assure us 

of your love and tender grace.  
One: Holy God, as we lament the brokenness of our world: the unjust systems 

which privilege some and oppress many; which provide healthcare for some and 
leave many suffering;  which provides stability for some and leave many 
insecure and vulnerable, 

All: we pray for your resurrection power to bring healing and wholeness to 
all your children. 

One: Be with us in our grief, O God. 
All: And bring us a greeting of peace. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Peace 

One: Over and over, scripture tells us of the peace God desires for God’s 
people. From enslavement to freedom, from brokenness to wholeness, from 
despairing to rejoicing, from illness to healing, from sinfulness to forgiveness - 
God desires life abundant, life at peace, for all of us. To that end, the Gospels 



carry this message through as well. When Peter saw Jesus walking on the water, 
when Jesus appeared to the women after he had been raised from the dead, Jesus 
said to them:  

All: “Do not be afraid.”   
One: And, to the woman who anointed Jesus with ointment from her 

alabaster jar; to the disciples, when they were locked behind closed doors - filled 
with grief and fear following his death - Jesus said to each of them,  

All: “Peace be with you.” 
One: Church, we tell these stories as a reminder that our God’s steadfast love 

endures forever. This is true in times of joy and in times of sorrow. This is true in 
times of clarity and in times of uncertainty. With mercy and love, Christ meets us 
where we are and offers us peace that surpasses understanding.  
All: Thanks be to God.   
 
First Reading    Psalm 47 

 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Gospel Reading   John 14: 15-21 
 
Sermon    We’re Not Waiting       Rev. J.C. Cadwallader 
 
Moment of Silence 
 
Prayers of the People                         Deacon Cressida Lui  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Offering 
 
Offertory       All People That On Earth Do Dwell.         Old Hundreth tune 
  

All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice 

God serve with mirth, God’s praise forth tell. 
Come ye before God and rejoice! 

 
Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

Without us God did us make; 
We are God’s folk; God doth feed 

And for God’s sheep God doth us take. 
 
 



O enter then God’s gates with praise; 
Approach with joy God’s courts unto; 

Praise, laud and bless God’s name always, 
For it is seemly so to do. 

 
For why? The Lord our God is good; 

God’s mercy is forever sure; 
God’s truth at times firmly stood, 
And shall from age to age endure. 

 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
Charge/Benediction 
 
 
 


