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Easter Arrives Rejoicing!
Palm Sunday – April 17
Procession of the Palms, 10:30 a.m.
Miller Gathering Hall
Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Bill Goettler, preaching

Maundy Thursday – April 21
Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion, 7:30 p.m.
in the Miller Gathering Hall

Good Friday – April 22
Tenebrae Service, 7:30 p.m.
The Passion of the Christ,
from the Gospel according to Matthew

Easter Sunday – April 24
The Resurrection of our Lord
6:30 a.m. Sunrise service at the summit of East Rock Park
9:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast in the Miller Gathering Hall
10:45 a.m. Easter Worship
Maria LaSala, preaching
Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus,” from Messiah
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Holy Week and Easter Worship at First Presbyterian Church
Join us in worship during the month of April as we journey to Jerusalem to listen again to the
story of Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. The first two Sundays of April invite us into
Jesus inner circle as he continues to teach, preach, and heal. Co-Pastor Bill Goettler will preach on
April 3rd. The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated during worship. On Sunday,
April 10th, YDS Intern Bryce Wiebe will preach. Following worship that morning, all are invited
to remain in the sanctuary for a brief service of communion. The Rev. Steve Jungkeit will preside
at the Table. During these two remaining Sundays in Lent, the preachers will draw from the
sayings of Christian mystics, poets, and thinkers. These writings will be included in the Sunday
bulletin and weekly Gmail.
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, April 17th with a palm procession at 10:30 a.m. The
congregation will gather in the Owens Community Building to receive their palms before
heading out across the front lawn and into the church building. Once inside we will be greeted
by the great sounds of the organ as we take our seats in the pews. Co-Pastor Bill Goettler will be
the preacher for the morning. New Members will be received, and the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism will be celebrated. It will be a full morning, and a wondrous one!
The Maundy Thursday service will take place on April 21st in the Miller Gathering Hall. We will
sit around tables to hear the story of Jesus shared meal with his friends, when he gives them the
commandment (Maundy = Mandate) to love one another. The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be shared. The choir will sing, scriptures will be read, and prayers will be prayed. The
service will begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Good Friday Tenebrae service of light and darkness, April 22nd, will also begin at 7:30 p.m.
This service will take place in a candlelit sanctuary. The Passion of Jesus the Christ will be read,
hymns sung, and we will watch the sanctuary grow dark. In the end, just the Christ candle will
remain as Mattie Hatcher Long sings “Were You There.”
An Easter Sunrise Service will take place at the summit of East Rock Park at 6:30 a.m. on Easter
morning. Join friends from First and Summerfield United Methodist Church and Hamden Plains
United Methodist Church as we share in the good news of Easter joy. The Rev. Sara LamarSterling, Pastor of First and Summerfield UMC, will be the preacher.
Our own Easter rejoicing begins with an Easter Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. in the Miller Gathering
Hall. Good food and lots of breakfast treats will be prepared. Sit with friends and family as
together we ready ourselves to hear the good news of resurrection. The Easter service will begin
at 10:45 a.m. with a string quartet prelude. Co-Pastor Maria LaSala will offer the Easter sermon.
The sanctuary will be filled with Easter flowers, the choir will sing, and the congregation will lift
their voice in song and in prayer. The service will conclude with the singing of Handel’s Messiah.
Jesus Christ is Risen Indeed!
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Music during Holy Week and Easter
Music will play an important part in our services as we near Holy Week and Easter. Next Sunday,
April 10, when we celebrate Earth Day, the choir will sing John Rutter’s tuneful “For the Beauty of
the Earth.” On Palm Sunday we will process with palms into the church singing a hymn, and sing
the traditional hymns and psalm for the day. The choir’s anthem will be “Hosanna to the Son of
David,” by the contemporary composer Daniel Moe. Maundy Thursday will be unique this year: we
will meet in the Miller Hall and sing and hear sacred music in the blues tradition during the worship
service. In the Good Friday Tenebrae service we’ll sing hymns of the Passion; Debbie Tenney will
sing Samuel Barber’s “The Crucifixion,” and Mattie Long “Were You There?” On Easter Sunday the
choir will sing the “Gloria” from Mozart’s Missa Brevis in F Major, accompanied by a string quartet,
and as always, we’ll all join together in the “Hallelujah” Chorus from Handel’s Messiah after the
benediction.

Palm Sunday Intergenerational Event!
During the 9:30 Christian Education hour, young and old alike, are invited to a morning of creative
learning, in observance of Palm Sunday. Creative energy and yummy treats beckon you to this
special morning ... we look forward to seeing you there.

One Great Hour of Sharing
On Palm Sunday we will join with Christian churches around the country in
the One Great Hour of Sharing. This remarkable ecumenical humanitarian
effort gives tangible evidence of our response to the call to give comfort to
the hurting and to feed the poor, at home and around the world.
Funds raised in Presbyterian churches through One Great Hour of Sharing support three
important programs of our denomination: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian
Hunger Project, and Self-Development of People. Each Sunday throughout the year we hear of the
actions and initiatives carried out in our name through these programs.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance responds to humanitarian crises caused by war or natural
elements. Along with other faith-based organizations, it provides emergency shelter, food, water,
and medical care wherever people are in great need and peril, from Haiti to Pakistan to Japan. By
our contributions, we can assure that Presbyterian Disaster Assistance will have the resources to
respond swiftly and effectively. Some of the OGHS funds were used in March to offer aid to our
sister congregation in Ashaway, RI, after vandals destroyed their sanctuary and church hall.
The Presbyterian Hunger Project aims both to combat the immediate effects of starvation and
drought, and to promote long-term self-sufficiency for local agriculture and food distribution, in
our country and around the world.
Self-Development of People funds local projects designed to enable segments of society
marginalized by poverty or ethnic discrimination to voice their concerns and organize to overcome
the disadvantages they face. Groups as disparate as the Roma people—the so-called Gypsies—in
eastern Europe and Hispanic parents of school children in New Haven have been aided through
Self-Development of People.
Please consider thoughtfully and prayerfully a generous gift when our special offering is received
next week. Your checks should be made payable to our church, with “OGHS” on the memo line,
or placed in the special envelopes for our One Great Hour of Sharing.
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Earth Day Celebrations!
April 10 will be a morning to remember the good earth of God’s creation. Earth Day is typically
celebrated on April 22. On April 10, our congregation will reflect on the wonder and the burden of
having dominion and care for God’s creation. The Children in Worship group will display the
good earth collages they have been working on this month. The hymns will reflect our care for
earth, sea, and sky. YDS Intern Bryce Wiebe will be the preacher for the morning.
Church Grounds Cleanup - Saturday, April 16th, you are invited to show your love for the earth,
by helping to spruce up the church’s grounds. It’s been a long and hard winter and our plants,
trees, and lawn need some tender loving care. Come out as early as 9 a.m. with your pruning forks
and garden tools. We will also hope to wash the windows into the Owens Community Building –
the better to see the beauty of God’s green earth. Coffee and tea, and breakfast snacks will be
provided. Questions? See Pat Wales.

Children in Worship Globes
The Children in Worship artists have created beautiful renditions of our
good earth, which will be on display in the sanctuary on April 10th. The
globes are the result of the children’s Earth Day observance.

Eco-Palms to be used on Palm Sunday
The Worship and Music committee decided that we would use eco-friendly palms this year. In
Guatemala and Mexico, an effort is underway to develop a new structure for harvesting palms that
protects the environment and also provides a fair income for the harvesters of the palms. Called
Eco-Palms, the palms are harvested in a more sustainable way, whereby the harvesters are paid on
the quality of the palms they harvest rather than the quantity, which helps to limit the amount of
palms taken from the forest. These communities have taken upon themselves to learn about
harvesting practices that minimize impact on the natural forest where the palm grows, and ways
to protect this wild species of palm. In fact, in Guatemala, the palm harvesters have received
SmartWood certification from the Rainforest Alliance, a "seal of approval" that ensures consumers
that the wood products they purchase come from forests managed to conserve biodiversity and
support local communities. Rather than sending the harvested palms off to a distant warehouse for
sorting and packaging, the community members complete those tasks themselves and sell their
palms directly rather than relying on middlemen-ensuring that more of the money paid for the
palms actually goes to those who worked the hardest to provide them.
When done in a socially and environmentally just way, palm gathering protects valuable natural
forests. Steady markets for palm prevent the forest from being destroyed for other uses. Eco-Palms
protect the unique and important biodiversity of the region and maintain the local communities'
standard of living.

Wanted: Easter Eggs!
On Easter Sunday the Christian Education committee holds an annual egg
hunt for the youth of the church following the worship service. We are in
need of plastic eggs, candy, stickers, and other small items that will fill the
eggs. Please bring them to church by Palm Sunday so that the CE committee
has time to prepare the eggs prior to Easter. Donations can be given to
Nancy McLaren, Christy Purnell (CE chair), or any other member of the CE
committee. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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Join us for Bible Study!
The Lectionary Bible Study meets on Thursday Mornings at 11:30 a.m.
in the Miller Gathering Hall. Each week we read and reflect on the texts
for the upcoming Sunday. Co-Pastor Maria LaSala leads the study.
Please note that there will be no Bible Study on April 7 and April 21.
The texts for April are:
April 3: 4th Sunday of Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23:1-6; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
April 10: 5th Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130:1-8; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45
April 17: Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54
April 24: Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43;
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10

Former PCUSA General Assembly Moderator Rick Ufford-Chase to speak at FPC
A dinner and conversation with Rick Ufford-Chase, former moderator of the PCUSA and current
Director of the Stony Point Retreat and Conference Center in New York, will take place on
Wednesday, April 13th beginning at 6 p.m.
Rick and his wife Kitty direct the programming at Stony Point Center. Most recently, they have
created an Interfaith “Community of Living Traditions” to facilitate dialogue between Muslims,
Jews, and Christians. They are also committed peacemaking, urging non-violence, and strong
advocates for an inclusive church.
Join us for dinner and conversation with Rick as he shares his hopes and dreams for building
communities of peace and justice.
During the dinner we might also hear from some of our church friends who will be attending Stony
Point’s Peacemaker Convocation from April 7-9. The convocation is a working meeting for
peacemakers from across the church to plan together for effective advocacy and action. Experts will
be on hand as we focus on the following topics to learn more and strategize together for more
creative and effective peacemaking. Topics to be explored are: Gun Violence Prevention, IsraelPalestine, and Becoming a "Peace Church." Attending this convocation are: Art and Mary Hunt,
Gary Cline, Alan and Teddy Hogle, Ralph Jones, Dick Hasbany and Bonnie Sherman.

There will be no Eve’s Daughters, Women at the Well or Calvin’s Brothers this
month. We’ll look to May for the return of these great dinner programs.
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Maria LaSala to attend DC Women’s Health Lobby Day
Co-Pastor Maria LaSala will join hundreds of women and men on the steps of the nation’s Capitol
on Thursday, April 7th for a Rally for Women’s Health. Maria is attending as a representative of the
Clergy Advisory Board of Planned Parenthood. Planned Parenthood has once again been the
target of attacks and federal funding cuts by a now Republican controlled House, aimed at
restricting access to birth control, women’s health care screenings, and sexuality education.
Senators Richard Blumenthal and Joe Lieberman have stated publicly their opposition to federal
funding cuts, but still need to hear from their constituents who support this position. Join the
Rally, or phone or write our senators today!

Youth Group Mission Trip to Broad Street Ministries in Philadelphia!
Charlotte Gordon, Leah Miller, Anny Yun, Daniel McCloskey, Nathanael Matos, and Christopher
Woodington have recently returned from their mission trip to Philadelphia. Led by Micah Luce,
Nancy McLaren and the staff of Broad Street Ministries (BSM), the group explored the issues of
urban homelessness and hunger while also volunteering at BSM.

Youth Group Attention to Hunger
In the month of April, the Youth and Children of our congregation will learn about and
respond to the ongoing issue of hunger in our city. Children ages three through ten are invited to
bring canned goods to each of their Sunday School classes in the month of April, during which
time the children will learn about hunger in New Haven. The goal has been set at seventy-five
food items! We can do it! The canned goods will be donated to Christian Community Action at
the end of the month. The youth groups recently returned from a service trip to Broad Street
Ministries in Philadelphia, where they learned about the complex issues of homelessness and
hunger. The experience, and pursuant conversations, led the group to commit to active
participation in this year’s Walk Against Hunger, to take place on May 1st in the East Rock
neighborhood. The youth groups will aim to raise $1000. Once we have achieved these goals of
seventy-five food items, and $1000 raised, this awareness-raising month will culminate in a special
celebration on May 8th.

Good News!
This month, Chuck Forman celebrates 67 years of ordained ministry in the Presbyterian Church.
Congratulations, Chuck!
Mauricio Silva matched for his residency program. He will be begin at the hospital in
Framingham, Massachusetts.
Fiona Scott Morton was chosen to be Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Economic Analysis the chief economist in Anti Trust Unit in the Department of the Justice. She will commute to DC.
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Dinner with Friends – April 30
Enjoy the fun of sharing a casual dinner with a small group of First Presbyterian Friends. All the
good things in life – friends, talk, laughter, and community in Christ – made even better by good food.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There is a place at the table for everyone who signs up. You are especially welcome if this will be
your first Dinner with Friends.
Please RSVP at the Welcome Table or contact Art or Mary Hunt. Let us know if you would like to
host a small Dinner with Friends group.
The dinner preparation is shared – the host chooses the menu and asks each guest to contribute.
There will be several hosts so each hosts a small group of six to eight guests.
Art and Mary match the guests to the hosts.
Dinners with Friends are held four times each year.
To complete the evening, we just need you.

Add your name to the sign up sheet on the Welcome Table or call Art or Mary Hunt.

Looking ahead to next month:
May 1 – Join FPC friends and the Youth Group in the Walk Against Hunger
May 8 – Bread for the World Letter Writing and Bread Give Away
May 12 – Abraham’s Tent Wrap Up and Party for Volunteers
May 15 – Children and Youth Led Worship Service

Summer 2011 Vacation Bible School planning is in full swing! If you, or someone you know,
might be interested in volunteering or participating, please see the Co-Pastors, or Nancy McLaren.

The Northern New England School of Religious Education
The Northern New England School of Religious Education (NNESRE) has sponsored a summer
intergenerational camp affectionately called Camp Winni for the past 95 years ago currently at the
Geneva Point Center on Lake Winnipesaukee in central New Hampshire.
Camp Winni is an interfaith, interracial, family-oriented, and open community that shares a
weeklong experience of living and learning. Each year they explore a new camp theme that is woven
into the various educational courses, activities, worship, and music. There are program
opportunities for spiritual development, socio-political awareness, artistic expression, personal
growth and renewal. The camp philosophy directs us to bring newly acquired insight and
knowledge back to our homes, places of worship and communities in a collective effort to make our
world a better place.
Each day begins with a Morning Watch service followed by breakfast and then classes for all ages.
Afternoons are open for rest, relaxation and recreational pursuits. The waterfront offers swimming,
paddle-boats, canoes and kayaks. Following dinner and our Evening Watch service there are
programs designed to provide fun for all ages, including folk dancing, storytelling, the “Hoot” talent
show, a Coffee House, campfire singing, a drum ring, and much, much more.
If you would like more information about Camp Winni or a brochure, please call Art or Mary Hunt.
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Meal-a-Month
Your generous donations go to the Christian Community Action food pantry. During the month of
April, every item donated is matched by a special challenge fund. Please give generously.
•
•
•
•
•

CCA’s clients select the items they need and want for families ranging from one or two to seven
or eight.
A variety of sizes are appropriate.
Use this list as a guide. Check the specials aisle for similar items on sale.
The CT health department prohibits distribution of fresh foods.
Census data show Connecticut had the largest percentage increase for all people and for
children living in poverty in the country, despite our goal of cutting the child poverty rate in
half by 2014. That's almost 315,000 Connecticut residents living under the Federal poverty level.
Meal-a-Month

GROCERIES



















Bags of rice
Bags of beans (red or black)
Pasta / pasta sauce
Canned tuna
Canned fruits (low sugar preferred)
Canned meats
Canned vegetables (low-sodium)
Boxes of mashed potatoes
Pasta sauce
Peanut butter
Low-sugar breakfast cereals (Cheerios, etc.)
Low-sodium soups
Dessert items – Jello, pudding mixes, etc.
Canned juices: tomato, V8, grape, orange
Instant milk
Coffee and/or tea
Flour
Sugar

Prayers for Our Community
In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God. (Philippians 4:6)
When you pray, offer prayers for …
The people of Japan, as relief efforts continue in the face of earthquake and tsunami damage.
Mary, mother of Fiona Scott Morton, as she bravely struggles with the late stages of ALS.
Jim Owens’ sister, Virginia Campbell, who is struggling with cancer.
Lee Shaffer and Alan Hogle, who continue to face issues with their health.
Irving Spielman, Tim McConnell’s father in law.
Christopher Asher and Jordan Matos, serving in the U.S. Army.
Those who are unable to worship with us on a regular basis: Jim Tenney; Jan Forman; Ken Jetter.
Other people and situations in need of our supplications.
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CONNECTICUT FOLK CONCERTS
Join us on Friday, May 6, for a folk music concert with Danny
Schmidt. First Presbyterian Church receives 10 complimentary
tickets. Email or call the church office to reserve yours!
Winner of the prestigious Kerrville New Folk award in 2007,
Austin, TX-based singer/songwriter Danny Schmidt writes with a
lyrical complexity and a style drawing comparisons to Townes Van
Zandt and Leonard Cohen, leading Sing Out Magazine to tag him:
"the best new songwriter we've heard in 15 years."
For more information, check out the CT Folk website at ctfolk.org.

Musical Folk Classes at the First Presbyterian Church
$20 discount to first time registrants of the program to First Presbyterian members!
Offering Music Together Classes - A fun creative Music & Movement program for babies, toddlers,
and preschoolers (newborns through 4 years old) and the ones who love them! Come sing, dance &
play instruments in an informal fun setting. Classes are held here at the church Mon - Sat. For a
complete listing of our classes, and free demo classes, please visit our website. Call the office to get
code to receive the $20 discount.
For more information, please visit www.musicalfolk.com or call (203) 691-9759.

---------------------------------------------------------------Easter Flowers and Lilies!
Orders for Easter lilies and plants are now being accepted by the church office. The cost is $15
each. Plants may be taken home after worship on Easter morning, or given to the church to be
planted outside or given to homebound members. Please leave this form and a check at the
Welcome Table by April 10.

Donated by: ________________________________________________________________________
___ In memory of ___________________________________________________________________
___ In thanksgiving for ______________________________________________________________
___ I would like to take the plant home
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CO-PASTORS: BILL GOETTLER & MARIA LASALA
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: PATRICK McCRELESS
CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTER: NANCY McLAREN
CAMPUS CHAPLAIN TO YALE: JENNIFER DAVIS
PARISH ASSOCIATE: SUE ASHER

First Presbyterian Church
704 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, Connecticut 06511
Phone: (203) 562-5664
Fax: (203) 562-1202
Email: firstpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com
Web site: www.fpcnh.org
Christian Education for all ages
9:30 a.m.

YDS INTERNS: ASHLEY HURST & BRYCE WIEBE
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: HANNAH ROH

Worship
10:45 a.m.
Office Hours
Tuesday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
704 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, Connecticut
06511

Afraid that you might lose this Inkling? Find your e-copy on the church website at fpcnh.org! Please note that for
privacy reasons, the e-copy may be slightly different than the12
hard copy.

