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A Beginning
The first step in finding a new pastor is to put together a Mission Study Committee. That group will
work through a process that will allow them to both look at where this congregation is now and begin
to envision what the future might hold. This process includes, but is not limited to demographic
work, a congregational survey, small group meetings and some hard work.
The work of this Mission Study committee lays a foundation for the Pastor Nominating Committee
that comes after the Mission Study is complete. The committee needs to be widely representative and
as diverse as this congregation is. The people on the committee need to be open minded and willing
to be led as the group is guided by the Spirit of God.
At the next Session meeting on November 17, 2015 the Session will be nominating people to serve on
this Mission Study Committee. If you are interested in being considered or have the name of someone
you think would be good for this task, please be in conversation with one of the current ruling elders
whose names are listed below. The deadline for this is during the daylight hours of November 17 .
Please give this some careful thought and prayer. Also, commit yourselves to praying for the leaders
of this congregation on a regular basis. They do a lot of work, and are grateful for the prayerful
support.
th

Many blessings,
Pastor Susan

Session Members
Lynn Autry

Scott Funston

David Miller

Jim Duncan

Elizabeth Gill

Bruce Peabody

Andrew Forsyth

Candace Gray

Betty Whitney

Bob Frew

Jane Hindenlang

Nancy Woodington

Stewardship 2016: “Sharing the Word and More”
November is here - a season of transition. Autumn’s colorful leaves are now falling and soon
winter’s chill will be upon us. It’s also a season of transition at First Presbyterian Church. Early
summer we said farewell to our long-time co-pastors Bill and Maria. In late September, we gave a
warm welcome to our interim, Pastor Susan. During the period between, our summer pulpit was
filled with a host of guest preachers.
(Continued next page)
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Stewardship 2016: “Sharing the Word and More”

(continued from previous page)

But while pastors may change, the manner in which we share the word with one another remains
vibrant and constant. On Sunday, October 25, the walls to either side of the pulpit were filled with
over 80 portraits of folks who have shared the word from the pulpit. Every week we hear new and
familiar voices both young and experienced who share their leadership, readings, prayers, concerns,
minutes for mission and more. These images represent just a small number of the folks who have
shared words with us in recent years - we could have covered the walls with hundreds of portraits.

But the words we share do not end at the pulpit. Our choir inspires us each week with their shared
words set to music, we share words of friendship in the gathering hall after our services, our Christian
Educators share words of learning with our children and youth and our adult educators share their
words of wisdom and inquiry. We share words of welcome with new comers, words of support and
warmth (and meals) with the sick and families with new babies, words of literacy with ex-offenders,
and words of understanding and advocacy with those striving to end mass incarceration.
And during this time of transition, you will have additional opportunities to participate – to share
your words - in developing the vision for our congregation’s future and a new pastor.
We are truly blessed as a congregation that is active and engaged where many of us participate in
word and deed and where we strive to provide a variety of opportunities to encourage ALL to
contribute. November is Stewardship month and so we ask you to faithfully consider how you can
share your words and witness, share your time and share your treasures in support of God’s
continued work and blessing in this place.
Our annual Stewardship Celebration Luncheon is Sunday, November 15 after the service. We’ll gather
around tables, share a meal and share words of thanks and encouragement for this church where we
serve together and share God’s word. On that day, we will ask you to commit your pledge of financial
support for the ministry and mission of this congregation. Mark your calendar and we will see you
there.
…and let us continue to share our words of faith – as a kind, thoughtful, committed and generous
people of God’s word… here in this place and wherever God leads.
David B. Miller, chair of Stewardship
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Memorial Cairn – November 2
Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice will once again mark the number of deaths of civilian and military
personnel from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Join friends at the monument on the corners of
Broadway and Elm Streets in New Haven at 6 p.m. for a 15 minute prayer service. All are welcome.

Scripture Readings for Sundays in November
November 1: Revelation 21:1-6; Psalm 24; John 11:1-45
November 8: Hebrews 9:24-28; Psalm 127; Mark 12:38-44
November 15: Proverbs 11:24-25; Psalm 65; 2 Corinthians 9:6-13
November 22 2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12; John 18:33-38
November 29: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10;
I Thessalonians 3:9-13

Adult Ed program in November
The Adult Education schedule for Sundays at 9.30 a.m., continues with FPCNH friends leading
classes on these topics:
November 1 – Andrew Forsyth "The Sacred in Scottish Art"
November 8 - Jackie Spycher "A Home for All Ages"
November 15 - Christian Wiman "Poetry and/as Faith"

Campus Ministry at Yale
The fall semester has welcomed back familiar faces and newcomers to Yale University and to FPCNH
campus ministry. Through a grant awarded by the Presbytery of Southern New England, Jackie
Spycher has returned to serve as campus chaplain; she had previously served as our seminary intern.
She meets with both undergrad and graduate
students, coordinates fellowship events, and seeks
ways to integrate students into congregational life.
Every Monday students meet for pizza and
conversation at Wall Street Pizza. Folks show up to
chat about classes, but also to ask faith questions.
On Saturday, October 31, students took a break
from studying and gathered at Sleeping Giant State
Park for a picnic and a hike. If you'd like to connect
with campus ministry, please contact Jackie at
jacqueline.spycher@yale.edu.
Graduate student Katrina Manzi is regular at Monday night pizza.
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In Session – October 2015
Highlights from the October Session meeting include the following:
1. The 2015 Nominating Committee (NC) will be completing their work in the coming weeks, which
includes nominating 4 new Elders to start in January and 3 members to sit on the 2016 NC. If you
are interested in serving in one of these positions or would like to learn more about the role of
Elders or of the NC, you can ask Rev. Susan or Elder Jim Duncan (Chair NC)
2. Rev. Susan will soon hold a new members class for anyone interested in joining the church. Stay
tuned to the announcements and weekly e-mails for details.
3. Treasurer’s Report
Report for the month ending September 30, 2015
Beginning Balance
Total Revenue (year to date)
Total Expenditures (year to date)
Net Revenue over Expenses (year to date)

•

$
0.00
$ 240,199.24
$ 252,816.90
$ (12,617.66)

Income was down in September, giving a result that is currently $15,000 below budget
year to date.

4. Stewardship season is upon us. Elder David Miller will be organizing worship ‘Minute for
Missions’, e-mail photo spreads and a culminating Stewardship Luncheon on Sunday, Nov. 15 .
th

- Sincerely, Elder Scott Funston

Second On the Run Book Discussion—November 4th or 9th
Ralph Jones and Nancy Woodington will lead the next discussion of Alice
Goffman’s book on either November 4 at 5.30 (potluck) or November 9 at 7.00.
Judging by the first discussion group, we can look forward to a wide-ranging,
fascinating discussion about the book, which looks at the plight of legally
compromised young African American males in inner-city Philadelphia. The date
will be chosen and communicated early in November to those indicating interest.
A sign-up sheet is on the Welcome Table. Can’t make these times? Write or talk to
Nancy Woodington (nancy.woodington@gmail.com) about scheduling.
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Rev. Alonzo Johnson’s visit at First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Alonzo Johnson. PC(USA) Mission Associate with the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program,
visited First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 10 and Sunday, October 11. On Saturday
evening, Rev. Johnson presented "Using Collaborative Peacemaking To Address Racism"
On Sunday, he preached on How Far are You Willing to Go? and following the service
presented “Educate a Child, Transform the World”.
Rev Johnson challenged us to follow Jesus, understanding that the journey will be difficult and it will
require us to get out of our comfort zone. He reminded us how privileged we are to live in New
Haven with the extraordinary resources of Yale University to draw upon and that we should take
advantage of them as we work for justice. He urged us to develop deeper relationships with other
Churches in our community and to collaborate more. He reminded us that as a Community of Faith
following Jesus, we have the moral authority to address racism, inequality, poverty, unreasonable
sentences and other social problems plus we can directly contribute to improving education.
We are thankful for Rev. Johnson’s time and the peacemaking gifts he shared with us.
-Art Hunt, Mission Committee

Donations to the First Congregational Church of Guilford Re-Entry
Ministry
The Mission Committee responded to a request from the First Congregational Church of Guilford
Re-entry Ministry for supplies for duffle bags for Connecticut women recently released from
prison. These women have nothing when they are released. In response, we provided supplies
for 10 duffle bags:
Towel set (1 bath, hand, wash)
Umbrella (fold up)
Winter hat, gloves, scarves, socks
Writing paper, tablet, pens
Bus pass
Marcia Myhre, one of the coordinators of the program, wrote to thank us. “I want you to know
that your church has been the most responsive. You have our gratitude. We will have a formal
blessing at our church for our donors on Palm Sunday. I will call and remind you to come. Thank
you for your help and contributions.”
Rev. Alonzo Johnson asked us “How far are we willing to go”? Our donation to the First
Congregational Church of Guilford Re-Entry Ministry is one small step and it lets recently
released women know that someone cares for them
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Syrian Refugee Crisis
Many of us are concerned about the refugee crisis that is so much in the news. Here are a few suggested
responses.
•

Write to Congress asking for action for peace in Syria. The Action Alert on our PC USA Office of
Public Witness web site begins: “Today we are facing the single greatest humanitarian crisis since
World War II. Over 12 million Syrians have either been displaced internally or have become
refugees, another quarter million have perished. We need to act now, calling on the US Government
to be part of the solution – in addressing the root causes of the Syrian war and in being a place of
welcome to those in need of our protection.”

•

Donate to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance at pda.pcusa.org/situation/syria, or to the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees (unrefugees.org)

•

Volunteer with or donate to IRIS (Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services; irisct.org), which is
located here in New Haven and serves all of Connecticut has several ways people can help:
Give gently used, good quality furniture and new household items like mops and brooms, fire
extinguishers, alarm clocks, towels, pots and pans, etc.
Make a monetary donation.
Volunteer to tutor, help adults, give rides, stock the food pantry, or translate.
Serve as a Cultural Companion, spending three hours/week with an assigned refugee family
(orientation required)
Tell Federal elected officials you support increased refugee resettlement in Connecticut. Several
copies of a sample letter are on the Welcome Table.

o
o
o
o
o

The United States will resettle 70,000 refugees this year, with a planned increase to 85,000 in 2016, compared
to Turkey’s 2.5 million Syrian and 300,000 Iraqi refugees. We can do better.

Thanksgiving Special Offering
Each year First Presbyterian Church joins faithful people from around New
Haven to help Christian Community Action, the Connecticut Food Bank and
Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen create a season of genuine thanksgiving for
those who could not otherwise afford it. As in the past, our offering will be
shared between these organizations. This is a major opportunity to give thanks
by contributing directly to the well being of our neighbors.
Christian Community Action's thanksgiving basket program provides holiday abundance to over
2,000 families each year. We've been helping financially and with sorting and preparing the baskets
for many years. Volunteers are needed for Saturday, Nov. 21 after 1 p.m. and on Sunday, between 10
a.m. and 3 p.m. Come for an hour or more. Speak with Ralph Jones to sign up. [rcjmhs@gmail.com or
203-248-7386]
Each year Connecticut Food Bank supports these and many other local efforts by providing food and
resources to approximately 600 community-based programs in six of the state’s eight counties:
Fairfield, Litchfield, Middlesex, New Haven, New London and Windham.
DESK – Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen – serves meals to New Haven’s homeless individuals
throughout the week, adding an extra special meal for Thanksgiving Day. DESK needs volunteers on‐
site Wednesday, November 26 and Thursday, November 27 to help prepare meals, set up the dining
room for the Thanksgiving meal, and package and deliver meals to the home-bound, staying a short
time to visit. Children with parents are most welcome, and helpful, in both these efforts. SIGN-UP is
required. See Ralph Jones.
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Music at FPCNH for the late fall and Advent seasons
It has already been a busy fall for our choir. We presented a concert of Reformation Music on Sunday,
October 25, at Bethesda Lutheran Church, in collaboration with their choir (Lars Gjerde, Music
Director) and a small orchestra. We also sang one of the pieces on the concert, Samuel Scheidt's Ein'
feste Burg (A Mighty Fortress), as our anthem that day.
In November we begin our preparation for the annual Christmas Music Program on the Third
Sunday of Advent, December 13. We'll sing an eclectic selection of carols and choruses for the season.
We welcome all who have sung with us in the past, as well as any of you who can't sing for the whole
year, but would like to work with us on the Christmas program. Please be in touch with Pat
McCreless (patrick.mccreless@yale.edu), or just start coming to our Wednesday night rehearsals,
beginning November 4th.
--Pat McCreless, Music Director

Upcoming Youth & Children’s Activities
This is a busy season for our youth and children! Questions? Email Christian Educator Kimberley
at firstpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com.
Sunday 11/1: Creative Workshops (Part 2) for all Sunday school children and youth. This event
will be held during the usual 9:30 a.m. CE hour. This week’s workshop is Movement & Dance with
Becky Cline. Remember that this weekend is Daylight Savings, so set your clocks back and enjoy an
extra hour!
Saturday 12/5: Cook dinner for the residents of Columbus House. We’ll provide all necessary
ingredients. This community outreach event is for members and friends of the Youth Group, ages 1418. Evening meeting time TBD. Email Youth Advisor Tyler at tyler.wadzinski@yale.edu for more
information.
Sunday 11/8 Intergenerational Activity with Jackie Spycher. Leaders of the Adult Class are asked,
"What are you passionate about?" in determining what they will teach. Jackie is passionate about
intergenerational work! She invites all children, youth, and adults to join in activity and conversation
during the usual 9:30 a.m. CE hour. Please note this will take the place of our first Advent play
rehearsal as previously scheduled.
Sundays from 11/15 to 12/20: Rehearsals for the Advent play and lessons in leading worship. This
ongoing training and preparation for all interested children and youth will be held during the 9:30
a.m. CE hour each week leading up to 12/20. We will have music, games, prayer, and conversation
from 9:30-10 and then Martha Smalley will begin directing rehearsal at 10. Those not participating in
the play will join the other educators in learning about and preparing for worship leadership

Bible Ficathon Challenge (Nov. 1-30)
First Presbyterian Church is hosting a month-long writing challenge! Join us in writing fiction of
any kind inspired by scriptural figures or events. We welcome participants of all ages, abilities, and
time constraints. Our overarching goals of this event are (1) to encourage people to engage critically
and creatively with scripture, and (2) to involve the congregation in decisions about our library and
what kinds of stories, resources, and supplies will be part of our space. How many words can we
write as a community by November 30 , and what will we win? That’s up to us! Check the bulletin
board in the Gathering Hall for more information.
7
th

Come Write In on November 22nd!
Participants of our Bible Ficathon Challenge and/or National Novel Writing Month are welcome to write
in the Community Building on November 22 from 1-5 p.m. Bring your pen and notebook, laptop, or
whatever you need to write. We'll have refreshments and extension cords aplenty, comfy sofas, and
tables and chairs. To help us coordinate food and seating, email us at fpcficathon@gmail.com if you plan
to come, but do attend even if you have not contacted us. Stop in for a short while or stay until closing.
This is a ministry of hospitality and a chance to share in creative community.

How do you #pictureAdvent?

Join Christians around the world as we all celebrate Advent, the season when we prepare our hearts,
minds, and souls for the coming of Christ!
This Photo-A-Day Challenge is a little like an Advent calendar you make along the way. Each day, take a
photo on the theme or prompt word listed below. Use the accompanying scriptural passage for further
inspiration or a simple daily devotion.
If you would like to share your photos on your favorite social media platforms, use the hashtag
#pictureAdvent. Search the tag and you’ll find photos from other participants near and far!
You may also share your photos with us directly in our open Facebook group, Educators of FPCNH, at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fpcnh.educators/
Kimberley Fais manages the group as a hub for discussion and resources related to Christian education,
including creative projects based on scripture and our church’s teachings. Come and join the
conversation!
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Save the Date!

What: Curling, Cocktails & Chilli.
When: Saturday, Jan 23, 2016 from 6-10 p.m.
Where: Nutmeg Curling Club, 123 Glenwood Ave, Bridgeport, CT
Cost: $10 per person
Ever watched curling during the Olympics and thought you would like to give it a try? Here is your
chance. The evening will include on-ice instruction from experienced curlers, time to play a short game
and will end with a shared meal in the clubs Warm Room. Just want to watch? No problem, as the Warm
Room has comfy chairs and large windows looking onto the ice. There is room for 24 curlers (age 15 &
up), so get your deposit in soon. Contact Scott Funston (sfunston66@gmail.com) with questions or to sign
up.

Alternative Gift Market will be back during the Advent season to entice you to consider “green’
gifts for your family, loved ones and friends. Alternative Gift Market creates an opportunity for others to
give gifts of food, shelter, medicine, water, education and so much more for needy people throughout our
nation and the world. AGI’s policy each year is to evaluate and select certain projects that are life-changing
and sustainable.
Also, the Presbyterian Giving Catalog is now being offered as an alternative. Check out the catalog if you
prefer to donate directly to a PC(USA) mission project. These gifts will further the work of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency and greatly increase the impact of the ministries supported by Special Offerings.
AND all contributions are tax-deductible! Please consider a financial contribution even if it’s NOT for your
family or friends. Every dollar makes a difference to help less fortunate people live a better life. Open for
business during friendship hour in December. Contact Pat Wales if you want a catalog sooner.

In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God. (Philippians 4:6)
When you pray, offer prayers for …
Church members and friends who seek God’s healing grace, including Ken Haynam, and Eugene Smith
recovering at home.
Libby Hollingsworth, who is recovering from surgery.
Bob Smith, Suzanne Giddlings’ brother, who is recovering from knee surgery.
Joan Wells, who is undergoing chemotherapy.
Peter Bollier, son of Trudy Bollier, who is undergoing chemotherapy.
Shaleen Camery-Hoggatt, Michal Beth Dinkler’s mother, who is undergoing chemotherapy.
Sarah Malone, Anita Shaffer’s relative, who is undergoing chemotherapy.
The people of Kenya, Turkey, Syria, South Sudan, Egypt, Israel and Palestine, Iraq, and for all across the
Middle East, during this time of unrest, violence, and discord.
David Meeske, serving with the Peace Corps in Mongolia.
Andrew McCloskey, serving with the Peace Corps in Mozambique.
Christopher Woodington, serving with the Grinnell Corps in Namibia.
James Smit and Patrick Copeland, who are serving in the armed forces.
Those who are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.
Prayers for other people and situations in need of our supplications.
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November 2015
Sunday

Monday

1

2

9:30 am Sunday
School
10:45 am
Worship &
Communion;
12:00 p.m.
Friendship
Hour

4:00pm
Musical Folk

8

9

9:30 am Sunday
School
10:45 am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Friendship
Hour

4:00pm
Musical Folk

15

16

6:00 p.m.
Memorial
Cairn

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Stewardship
Luncheon

4:00pm
Musical Folk

22

23

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Friendship
Hour
1-5pm Bible
Ficathon
Challenge

29

4:00pm
Musical Folk

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

4 11:30 am

Thursday

Frida y

Saturday

5

6

7

Staff Mtg
1:00 pm Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Musical Folk
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am
Yoga

9:30 am
Musical Folk

9:00am Yoga

10

11

12

9:30am &
10:30pm
Musical Folk
7:30 p.m.
Mission
Committee

11:30 am Staff
Mtg
1:00 pm Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Musical Folk
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

17

18

9:30am &
1:30pm
Musical Folk
1:00pm
Dancing
w/Parkinson’s
7:15pm Session

11:30 am Staff
Mtg
1:00 pm Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Musical Folk
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

24

25

26

9:30am &
10:30pm
Musical Folk

11:30 am Staff
Mtg
1:00 pm Bible
Study

Thanksgiving
Day

9:30am &
10:30pm
Musical Folk
1:00pm
Dancing
w/Parkinson’s
7:30 p.m.CLOC
Comm

30

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Friendship
Hour

10

6:30 pm NH
Comm Chorus

9:00am
Yoga

7:30 p.m. CT
Folk-Freebo

13
9:30 am
Musical Folk

9:00am
Yoga
6:30 pm NH
Comm Chorus

5:30 pm
Columbus
House Dinner

14
9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

6:30 pm NH
Comm Chorus

19

9:30am
Women's AA

20
9:30 am
Musical Folk

21
9:00am
Yoga

7:30 p.m.
Sr Youth to
Symphony

9:30am
Women's AA

27

28
9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

December 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

11:30 am Staff
Meeting
1:00 pm Bible
Study
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am
Yoga

Frida y

4

5
9:00am Yoga

7:30 p.m. CT
Folk

6:30 pm NH
Comm Chorus

9:30am
Women's AA
5:30 pm
Columbus
House Dinner

6

7

8

9

College Goodie
Bags
9:30 am Sunday
School
10:45 am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Friendship
Hour

6:00 p.m.
Memorial
Cairn

1:00pm
Dancing
w/Parkinson’s
7:30 p.m.
CLOC &
Mission
Committee

11:30 am Staff
Meeting
1:00 pm Bible
Study
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

6:30 pm NH
Comm Chorus

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

9:00am
Yoga

7:30 p.m.
Sr Youth to
Symphony

9:00 am
Yoga

7:15pm Session

11:30 am Staff
Meeting
1:00 pm Bible
Study

25

26

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Stewardship
Luncheon

20

College Goodie
Bags
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Friendship
Hour
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21

22
1:00pm
Dancing
w/Parkinson’s

28

29

23

24

1:00 pm Bible
Study

30

7:30pm Service
of Lessons and
Carols
11:00pm
Communion
Service

31

11

12
9:00 am
Yoga
9:30 am
Women's AA

6:30 pm NH
Comm Chorus

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Friendship
Hour

27

10

Saturday

9:30 am
Women's AA

9:30 am
Women's AA

INTERIM PASTOR: SUSAN DEE REISINGER

First Presbyterian Church
704 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, Connecticut 06511
Phone: (203) 562-5664
Fax: (203) 562-1202
Email: firstpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com
Web site: www.fpcnh.org

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: PATRICK McCRELESS
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: MARTHA SMITH
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH: KIMBERLEY FAIS
CAMPUS CHAPLAIN AT YALE: JACKIE SPYCHER

Christian Education for all ages
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:45 a.m.

NURSERY CARE PROVIDER: NAOMI BRINTON

First Presbyterian Church
704 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, Connecticut
06511

Please find your e-copy on the church website at fpcnh.org!
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