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We wait … in hope
The season of Advent has begun and
with it the hoped for promises of God’s
doing a new thing in our time. What
better news do we need than the
promises of God coming into our
world as a child, reminding us to care
for the most vulnerable around us?
That is our call this Advent: to see each
child as the Christ Child, to care for
each family as if they were the Holy
Family, to proclaim good news just like
the shepherds, in spite of the
newspaper headlines which would
have us sit in fear. The biblical story of
this holy season invites us to “be not
afraid,” for God is doing wondrous
things.

Virginia Wieringa, Advent Starry Night 2

The Sundays in Advent will be filled with story and song, with the choir singing the carols
of the season as the Advent candles are lit and God’s Word is proclaimed. We will join
with faithful Christians around the world to ponder the story of Jesus’ birth and then act in
faith to embody Jesus’ words and actions. Together we will work so that the lowly are
lifted up, the mighty are brought down, the hungry are fed, and the imprisoned are set
free; those who mourn shall dance, and the meek will inherit the earth, that all may know
God’s jubilee!
Join us on Sundays in Advent to hear this story that has sustained the generations of the
faithful for over 2,000 years. Join us as we welcome the Light of the World into our hearts
again. Join us as we discover anew the power of God, for whom nothing is impossible …
even peace, even love. Welcome the Christ child into your hearts and lives. Christmas Eve
services will be held on Wednesday, December 24th. The Candlelight Service of Lessons and
Carols begins at 7:30 p.m. in the beautiful sanctuary, lit in starlight. Co-Pastor Maria LaSala
will proclaim God’s glad tidings that “to us, a Son is given.” The Choir will sing, and all
will delight in Christmas carols and in hearing again the words of prophets and Gospel
writers telling the wondrous story of Christ’s birth. A second service will take place at
11:00 p.m. for those who wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Join us in the
to hear good news of great joy and to be refreshed in body and in spirit.
May God’s blessings be known during this joyous season. Rejoice! For God comes,
powerful to save.
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent – “The little children will lead us”
Children and Youth will proclaim the Scriptures and lead us in worship on the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, December 21st. This is always a delightful morning as the Advent texts come alive in a
new way, shared with the wonder and trust of the children and youth in our midst. The
Children and Youth Choir will sing, the younger children will perform the play “Nothing Will
Be Impossible” written and directed by Martha Smalley, and all will know the joy of God’s
coming. All children and youth participating should arrive that morning at 9:30 a.m. to rehearse.
This rehearsal will take the place of Sunday school classes for elementary, middle school, and
high school groups on that morning.

Music During Advent
Music will again fill our sanctuary in the Advent and Christmas seasons. On the Third Sunday
of Advent, December 14, the choir will present its annual Christmas program during the
sermon time of the morning worship service. The music will take us from Advent into the
Christmas season: from the spiritual “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning,” to a chorus
from Handel’s Messiah (“Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates”), to a Renaissance Christmas motet,
Luca Marenzio’s “Hodie Christus Natus Est, to English carols in both traditional and modern
settings, and much more. The program will close with a joyous eight-part motet from the
German Reformation, Andreas Hammerschmidt’s “Freuet euch, ihr Christen alle” (“Rejoice, All
Ye Christians”). Come join us for a festive musical celebration, and for the Christmas dinner to
follow in the Miller Gathering Hall.

Advent Communion
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be offered each Sunday
during the season of Advent. On December 7th, the Sacrament will
be celebrated during the worship service. On Sundays, December
14 and 21, all who wish to receive the sacrament are invited to
come to the front of the sanctuary to stand around the Table
following the Postlude. There, prayers will be offered, the bread
and cup shared, and another benediction given. This is a
wonderful opportunity to continue your morning of Advent
prayer and reflection.

“Now Bring us Some Figgy Pudding!”
The Christmas Dinner is Sunday, December 14
Well maybe not figgy pudding, but a host of other delicious dishes will be prepared as we gather
together as the First Presbyterian Church community for our annual Christmas Feast! We will
need food of every kind on the table: turkey, ham, and vegetarian main dishes, and potatoes and
corn and green beans, too! Sides of cranberry relish, of course. And dessert! Lots of dessert. We’ll
sing carols and delight in one another’s company. Sign up sheets are on the Welcome Table.

20@12 Bible Study
Join friends for a twenty-minute mid-day, mid-week prayer service, followed by Bible Study
over lunch. On December 3 and 10, we will gather in the Miller Hall to read again and reflect on
the words of hope and promise found in the Advent texts this season. We will then take a break
until January 21st when we resume our prayer and study time.
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Parents’ Day Out December 6
Enjoy a Parents' Day Out on Saturday, December 6th, 12-3 p.m. Youth and Adult volunteers
will provide a time of fun and friendship for children (and a time of rest and holiday
preparation for families!). Kid-friendly lunch will be served. Our suggested donation of $5
will offset the cost of food and supplies, and the time and energy are on us! We welcome
children of all ages from this church as well as from the greater community, so invite your
friends and neighbors. Spaces are limited and offered on a first-come-first-served basis.
Please email firstpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com or talk to Kimberley Fais to reserve a space
or volunteer.

Breakfast for Dinner Student Study Break
College and graduate students: join us for a study break in the Miller Gathering Hall at
First Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, December 9 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. We’ll have
breakfast for dinner, as well as a chance to relax before finals begin. Questions? Contact
YDS Intern Jackie Spycher at jacqueline.spycher@yale.edu.

Afghanistan Memorial Stone
Friends from New Haven’s multi-faith community gather on the
first Monday of each month to mark the deaths from the war in
Afghanistan, by placing a stone on the Memorial Cairn at the
intersection of Broadway, Elm, and Park Streets in New Haven.
The prayer vigil starts at 6 p.m. and lasts 15 minutes.

Christmas Poinsettias

If you wish to give flowers for the Christmas display of poinsettias and greens for the
sanctuary, fill out this order form and return it to the church with your check by Sunday,
December 14. The cost is $15.
Number of Poinsettias ________
In Memory of __________________________________________________ or
In Thanksgiving for _____________________________________________
Given by (as you would like printed in the bulletin) _________________________________
Check here if you would like to take a plant home on December 24th _______
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Sanctuary Work Group
The First Presbyterian Church sanctuary space has been transformed for Advent. In addition to
the familiar greening of the church, the banners that hang above the pulpit have been removed.
During the seasons of Advent and Epiphany, a lone 62 point Moravian Star will hang high in the
worship space. After that, for a season, the space will be without other artwork.
The temporary changes are part of the work of a new Sanctuary Work Group, charged by the
Session with the task of envisioning how visual art might continue to enhance our worship of
God in the church. The banners, designed by the artist Andrea Moore, were installed in 1994.
The intense sunlight coming through the windows has caused the beautiful art work to buckle
and fade. If, after a time without the banners hanging at the front of the church, it is determined
not to return them to that space, another suitable use will be made of them – perhaps hanging
them in the Owens Community Building in an appropriate way.
When you are next in worship, enjoy a renewed sense of awe about the space, and reflect on
how God might be glorified by the use of fabrics, lighting or other artwork in a new creation.
Then share your ideas with Bruce Peabody, who chairs the Sanctuary Work Group, or other
members, who include Andrew Forsyth, Susan Asher, Becky Cline or Katharine Arnold Luce.

Letter from Interfaith Cooperative Ministries
November 21, 2014
Dear ICM Members and Affiliates,
It is with deep sadness that the Board of Directors has determined that it is time to conclude
the work of the Interfaith Cooperative Ministries. The past several years have been a time of
discernment for the Board in determining what we can offer as an interfaith ministry to greater
New Haven. The continuing need for interfaith understanding and communications is evident.
Nevertheless, in dialogue with local clergy, it is clear that the energy and light that once
guided the way for ICM is no longer accessible.
The history of this organization has been long and fruitful. At its incorporation as the
Downtown Cooperative Ministry in 1973, DCM committed to “join members together in a
cooperative effort to provide programs, services and ministries to all individuals regardless of
race, creed or color in response to human needs, and to strengthen programs, services and
ministries presently existing.”
As a member or affiliate organization, your faithfulness to the work of what is now called
Interfaith Cooperative Ministries has transformed the lives of many greater New Haven
residents by creating opportunities for improved living conditions, for rich lives of service for
staff and volunteers of organizations supported by ICM and authenticity to the practice of
one’s faith.
At this time, the Board of ICM is in the process of determining the best disposition of our
remaining assets. Once the Board of Directors has developed a strategy for disposition, we will
call a Meeting of Members for acceptance. Please hold us in your prayers.
Faithfully,
Judith Shea and Rev. Dr. Lisa Hahneman, Co-Presidents, ICM Board of Directors
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Texts for the Sundays in December:
December 7: Isaiah 40:1–11; Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13; 2 Peter 3:8–
15a; Mark 1:1–8
December 14: Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b–
55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24; John 1:6–8, 19–28
December 21: 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16; Luke 1:46b–55 or Psalm
89:1–4, 19–26; Romans 16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38
December 24: Isaiah 9:2–7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11–14; Luke
2:1–14 [15–20]
December 28: Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4–
7; Luke 2:22–40

Let’s Try Things a New Way!
Are you currently a member of a committee at First Presbyterian Church? Have you
thought about joining a committee, but taken no action yet? Are there other ways that you
wish we would gather to be about the work of the church together?
In January, the First Presbyterian Church Session will consider new organizational design
possibilities for the work of the church. All of the work will continue to get done… but
perhaps there are other ways to structure our gatherings that will prove more efficient,
more faithful, or simply more fun!
We’d love to hear from you about your thoughts about the current committee structures,
about what needs more attention (or less), and how you would implement changes. The
ministry of the church happens through the gathering of God’s people, and we want that
gathering, and those labors, to reflect who we are as a congregation now, and who we seek
to be. If you have ideas to share, please send a note to the church,
at firstpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com.

Holiday Friendship Hour at the Manse
Co-Pastors Bill Goettler and Maria LaSala (and their daughter
Anna!) invite you to make your way to the church manse for
holiday treats on Sunday, December 21st. Tasty treats, warm
cider, and a roaring fire await you. All are welcome.

Goody Bags December 7
It’s that time again … the college and university students who worship with us week after
week are in the midst of final papers and exams! Let’s offer our prayers and some delicious
goodies to help them through this week. Mary Webber will be at the Goody Bag table
reading to fill the bags with all the good things you provide. Herbal tea, mints, gum, hard
candies, popcorn, energy bars and home baked treats are all good options to consider! We
will fill 24 bags this year. Students delight in this special ministry … it’s like giving them a
“friendship hour” in a bag!
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Adult Education News for December
Maria LaSala will continue her class on Re-Reading Advent on Sunday, December 7th at
9:30 a.m. We’ll take a look at the birth narratives from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Coffee and tea will be available. Please note this will be the final Sunday school class until
January when Steve Davis leads us in a three part series on “Childhood Memories: Our
Own and the Childhood Stories of Jesus.”

Abraham’s Tent News!
Abraham’s Tent, a sheltering program shared by
congregations in the New Haven region, has begun!
This is the fifth year that First Presbyterian Church
will be participating as we welcome 12 men into our
church home. Our host week begins on Monday,
January 12th and will end on Monday, January 19th. As
one of the founding congregations, we have watched
as homeless men find warmth and companionship
during the coldest months of winter. The program has
expanded and will run through April 15th this year.
Strangers become friends and with full bellies and
warm bodies, our guests grow stronger each week.
This program needs the assistance of a lot of people and we invite yours this year. Sign
up sheets are on a board in the Miller Gathering Hall asking for hosts to spend some time
each evening and most important, overnight hosts to spend the night. Take a look at the
lists and see where you might find a place this year. Brian Gray will once again
coordinate our week.

Christmas Joy Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering is received during worship on Christmas Eve. This special offering
supports Presbyterian-related racial and ethnic colleges and universities, making higher
education more affordable and accessible so that students may develop their gifts and find
their calling. It also supports families of active and retired church workers meet unexpected
needs through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. As we celebrate good news of
great joy this holy season, may our gifts bear witness to the possibilities that abound when
people of faith come together for good. Envelopes for this special offering will be found in the
pews and will be received throughout the month of December.

Alternative Gift Market – Sundays during December!
Alternative Gift Market will be back during the Advent season to entice you to consider “green’
gifts for your family, loved ones and friends. Alternative Gift Market creates an opportunity for
others to give gifts of food, shelter, medicine, water, education and so much more for needy
people throughout our nation and the world. AGI’s policy each year is to evaluate and select
certain projects that are life-changing and sustainable. AND all contributions are tax-deductible!
Please consider a financial contribution even if it’s not for your family or friends. Every dollar
makes a difference to help less fortunate people live a better life. Open for business during
friendship hour after worship service.
--Pat Wales
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Stewardship 2015: “A Season of Gratitude”
As we head into the season of Advent and celebrate the birth of Jesus, our season of Stewardship
is winding down. Over the past couple of months, we have celebrated our engaged and active
faith community. We have witnessed in words and images the plentiful ways in which we serve
God individually and together - in shared testimony during our Minutes for Stewardship, over a
shared meal at the celebration luncheon, displayed in photos and slideshows and with
proclamations posted on the walls. This year, Session challenged us to increase our funding in
two specific areas: Continued support for our new professional Christian Educator, Kimberly
Fais. And for Mission, to subsidize a youth group mission trip and for seed money toward
transitional housing for the homeless men with Abraham’s Tent.
Our congregation is responding wonderfully to the call for Stewardship this season. We are on
our way to funding our hopes for our ministry, worship, Christian education, community,
mission and outreach in 2015. Together, we have merited posting one more accomplishment…

We especially give thanks for the folks who participated in this year’s Stewardship campaign.
Our “Minute for Stewardship” speakers – Nathanael Matos, Jesse Cooper, Lynn Autry and
Michael Tenney. Our placards holders and activities representatives – Pat Wales, Teddy Hogle,
Betsy Mussman, Jackie Spycher, Candice & Brian Gray, Martha Smith, Beth Aura Miller, Jesse
Cooper, Cressida Lui and Mattie Long. And all the folks who volunteered on the spot with the
celebration luncheon with special thanks to Gary Cline, Leah & Beth Aura Miller and Sue
Balakrishnan for setup.
If you have not yet had the opportunity to pledge, we invite you to do so. Pledge cards will be
available on the welcome table and can be mailed to the church, placed in the offering plate or
you can simply email a note in confidence to firstpreschurchstewardship@gmail.com. The
opportunity to be part of this active and engaged worshiping community is truly a blessing.
Thank you, David B. Miller, Chair of Stewardship

Save the Date for a Gathering with Presbyterian Promise
Come celebrate Christ's Birth with Presbyterian Promise friends on Saturday, December 20 at
5:30 p.m. at the home of Tricia Petraven, 83 Piedmont Street in Meriden, CT. Relax over
wonderful food and enjoy the spirit of the season with friends from Presbyterian Promise.
You are invited to bring something to share. And, note the Presbyterian Promise Annual
Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 18th at 3 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church in
Hartford. All are welcome.
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Agape Feast December 28th
The final Sunday in December brings us to the table again. This time for a feast of delicious
breakfast treats. We will gather at 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 28th to hear again the glad
tidings of Christmas Joy and the promises for peace in the New Year. Please come to worship
with breakfast treats to share. Coffee, tea and hot chocolate will be provided. Please note there
will be no Christian Education that morning or Friendship Hour following our worship.

Children and Youth Events: Mark Your Calendars
A few dates to save for Children and Youth:
December: There will be no Christian Education on Sunday, December 28th. Classes will resume
on Sunday, January 4th.
January: The Senior Youth Group will serve dinner for Abraham's Tent on Friday, January 16th.
Please email Youth Advisors Tyler Wadzinski (tyler.wadzinski@yale.edu) and Erin Schutte
(erin.schutte@yale.edu) if you plan to participate.

Fiona Scott Morton named Theodore Nierenberg Professor of Economics
First Presbyterian Church member Fiona Scott Morton has been named the Theodore Nierenberg
Professor of Economics at the Yale School of Management. She joined the Yale School of
Management faculty in 1999 and has been the recipient of many awards, including several
research grants from the National Science Foundation, the Green Award from the Journal of
Marketing Research, and the Yale School of Management Alumni Association Teaching Award.
Join us in congratulating Fiona!

Connecticut Folk Friday Concert
Connecticut Folk will host its Folk Fridays concert at First Presbyterian on Friday, December 5.
This month features Goodnight Moonshine. Doors open at 7 p.m. and the show begins at 7:30.
First Presbyterian receives ten complimentary tickets; call or e-mail the church to reserve yours!
In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God. (Philippians 4:6)
When you pray, offer prayers for …
The family and friends of Charles Forman, as we mourn his death and celebrate his life.
Jean McCloskey and Tim, Daniel, Andrew, and Christopher, as Jean continues to heal.
Church members and friends who seek God’s healing grace, including Ken Haynam;
Eugene Smith; Jeff Miller, David Miller’s brother; Gordon Ambach, Ned Castner.
The people of Ferguson, Missouri, the surrounding city of St. Louis, and every community
struggling with racism.
The people of Turkey, Syria, South Sudan, Egypt, Israel and Palestine, Iraq, and for all
across the Middle East, during this time of unrest, violence, and discord, for the girls
who were abducted in Nigeria, and for all in West Africa who continue to fall ill
from the Ebola virus.
David Meeske, serving with the Peace Corps in Mongolia.
James Smit, Patrick Copeland, and Jordan Matos, who are serving in the armed forces.
Those who are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.
Prayers for other people and situations in need of our supplications.
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Memorial Service for Barry Alter – December 20
A memorial service for New Haven friends of long time church member, Barbara (Barry) Alter
will be held in the sanctuary on Saturday, December 20th at 3 p.m. Barry moved to
Massachusetts over ten years ago to be closer to family. She died on Sunday, November 9th in
Sudbury. A high tea reception will follow.

Memorial Service for The Rev. Dr. Charles (Chuck) Forman – January
18, 2015
Charles Forman, a dear friend and colleague to many at First Presbyterian Church of New
Haven, and to the Yale University Community, died peacefully on Sunday, November 23rd.
He was surrounded by his family and Co-Pastor Maria LaSala was at his side assuring
Chuck of God’s abiding presence throughout his life and even at the point of death. Chuck
would have turned 98 on December 2nd. A memorial service celebrating Chuck’s remarkable
life will be held at Marquand Chapel at Yale Divinity School on Sunday, January 18th at 2
p.m.
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December 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

4:15pm
Musical Folk
6:00pm
Memorial
Cairn

9:30am
Musical Folk
6:30pm CE
Committee
7:30pm CLOC
and Mission
Committee

10:00am
Musical Folk
12:00pm 20@12
4:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:30pm Musical
Folk
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am
Yoga
5:30pm
Musical Folk

7:30pm
CT Folk

9:00am Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA
12:00pm
Parents’ Day
Out

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

9:30am Choir,
Church School
10:45am
Worship
12:00pm
Friendship
Hour

4:15pm
Musical Folk

9:30am
Musical Folk
6:00pm
College and
graduate
student study
break

10:00am
Musical Folk
12:00pm 20@12
4:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:30pm Musical
Folk
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am
Yoga
5:30pm
Musical Folk

14

15

16

17

18

10:00am
Musical Folk
12:00pm 20@12
4:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:30pm Musical
Folk

9:00am
Yoga
5:30pm
Musical Folk

24

25

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

9:30am Choir,
Church School
10:45am
Worship –
Choir Advent
Music
12:00pm
Christmas
Dinner

21

4:15pm
Musical Folk

9:30am
Musical Folk
7:15pm Session

22

23

9:30am Choir,
Church School
10:45am
Worship –
Children and
Youth led
service
12:00pm
Friendship
Hour at the
Manse

28
10:45am
Worship –
Agape Feast

7:30pm Service
of Lessons and
Carols
11:00pm
Communion
Service

29

30

31

10

9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

19

20

26

27

9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA
3:00pm Memorial
Service for Barry
Alter
5:30pm
Presbyterian
Promise Party

January 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3
9:00am Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

4

5

6

7

8

9:30am Choir,
Church School
10:45am
Worship
12:00pm
Congregational
Meeting
Friendship
Hour

4:15pm
Musical Folk
6:00pm
Memorial
Cairn

9:30am
Musical Folk
6:30pm CE
Committee
7:30pm CLOC
and Mission
Committee

10:00am
Musical Folk
4:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:30pm Musical
Folk
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am
Yoga
5:30pm
Musical Folk

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

9:30am Choir,
Church School
10:45am
Worship
12:00pm
Church Potluck

Abraham’s
Tent

Abraham’s
Tent

Abraham’s
Tent

Abraham’s
Tent

Abraham’s
Tent

4:15pm
Musical Folk

9:30am
Musical Folk

Abraham’s Tent
10:00am
Musical Folk
4:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:30pm Musical
Folk
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

18

19

20

Abraham’s Tent
9:30am Choir,
Church School
10:45am
Worship
12:00pm
Friendship Hour
2:00pm
Memorial
Service for Rev.
Dr. Charles
Forman

Abraham’s
Tent

21

22

9:30am
Musical Folk
7:15pm Session

10:00am
Musical Folk
12:00pm 20@12
4:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:30pm Musical
Folk
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am
Yoga
5:30pm
Musical Folk

25

26

27

9:30am Choir,
Church School
10:45am
Worship
12:00pm
Friendship
Hour

4:15pm
Musical Folk

28

29

4:15pm
Musical Folk

10:00am
Musical Folk
12:00pm 20@12
4:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:30pm Musical
Folk
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal
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9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

9:00am
Yoga
5:30pm
Musical Folk

9:00am
Yoga
5:30pm
Musical Folk

10

9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

23

24
9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

30

31
9:00am
Yoga
9:30am
Women's AA

CO-PASTORS: BILL GOETTLER & MARIA LASALA
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: PATRICK McCRELESS
PARISH ASSOCIATE: SUE ASHER
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: MIRIAM SAMUELSON
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH: KIMBERLEY FAIS

First Presbyterian Church
704 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, Connecticut 06511
Phone: (203) 562-5664
Fax: (203) 562-1202
Email: firstpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com
Web site: www.fpcnh.org
Christian Education for all ages
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:45 a.m.

YDS INTERN: JACKIE SPYCHER
NURSERY CARE PROVIDERS: NAOMI BRINTON AND
KAYLA FURMAN

First Presbyterian Church
704 Whitney Avenue
New Haven, Connecticut
06511

Please find your e-copy on the church website at fpcnh.org.
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