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The InklingThe N ews of F ir st Presbyt eri an Chur ch
New H aven, Connecticut 06511

M ay 2008

Capital C ampaign  Celebr ation Be gins
Together we Grow in Faith. We grow in faith in our weekly worship and daily study and prayer. We 
grow in faith when we work for the ways and wonder of God in the world. And we grow together 
in faith as a congregation, as we encourage one another along the way, care for one another and for 
our world, and create a place for our children.

This month, the Growing in Faith Capital Campaign will invite your prayerful reflection and then 
your generous gift in support of the needs of First Presbyterian Church for the generation to come. 
A series of small group gatherings begins on May 10; you are welcome to come to any gathering 
that works for your schedule.

And then, on Sunday, June 1, our entire church community will gather for a lunchtime celebration, 
immediately after worship, at the New Haven Lawn Club. At that lunch, we will hear the good 
news of the church Capital Campaign, be entertained and delighted by a short program, and then 
share our pledges for the Capital Campaign for the renovation of the sanctuary and classrooms, 
greening of the church space, and completion of payments on our ÔnewÕ building. The day is sure to 
be a delight, and with all of our gifts together, is sure to be a success!

The small group gatherings leading up to the June 1 Lunch are set for the following dates:

Saturday, May 10th, Steve Latham and Fiona Scott MortonÕs home in Hamden
Sunday, May 11th, Dan and Merrie CavanaughÕs home in Guilford
Thursday May 15th, Jim Phillips hosting, at Whitney Center
Saturday May 17th, Jim and Betty WhitneyÕs home in New Haven
Sunday, May 18th, Bruce PeabodyÕs home in Hamden
Monday, May 26th, Jenny and Steve DavisÕ home in West Haven

If youÕd like to join one of these events, please talk with Capital Campaign chairs Steve Latham or 
Fiona Scott-Morton, or with either of the pastors, to RSVP.

And watch the mail for the details and your invitation to the June 1 lunch celebration!
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Walk Against H unger
Join the Junior Youth Group walk Against Hunger Connecticut Food BankÕs annual (5 Kilometer) Walk 
Against Hunger occurs rain or shine Sunday, May 4th, starting at East Rock Park in New Haven, on the 
corner of Cold Spring and Orange Streets. Registration and welcome activities begin and 1:00p.m. The 
walk begins at 2:00 p.m. Ken Hayman of our Mission Committee will coordinate church walkers. Sign 
up at the Welcome Table in the Copeland room, or contact Ken Hayman. Join the walkers, or support our 
walkers with a generous donation! The Connecticut Food Bank is sponsored organization of First 
Presbyterian Church.

M eal a Month

The Mission Committee invites you to 
participate in a Meal a Month program to 
help stock the local food pantries and feed 
hungry adults and children in New Haven. 
The menu for May:  Tuna, Tuna helper, 
canned peas, canned pears and apple juice.

Dinner with F riends

First Presbyterian Church's Dinner with 
Friends provides the opportunity for young 
and old, new and long time members, single 
folks and couples to join for an evening of 
wonderful food, good conversation, new ideas, 
and warm fellowship.  Our springtime Dinner 
with Friends evening will be Saturday, May 10 
at 6;00 p.m The dinners are hosted by various 
members of the congregation.  All are 
welcome, and a special invitation to join in 
goes out to those of you who are new to First 
Presbyterian or have never attended one of 
these intimate and enjoyable evenings.  The 
sign up sheet is on the welcome table. 

Senior Youth Gr oup
The Senior Youth Group will meet for a picnic and 
outdoor play day on Sunday, May 4. This wil l be the 
last formal meeting of the group this spring, and the 
chance to say thank you and good bye to Dan and 
Molly Grupe, who will be leaving in June for 
graduate school in Wisconsin.
Don"t miss this last day of Youth Group, and be sure 
to say good bye to Dan and Molly.

http://community.webshots.com/inlinePhoto?photoId=1038288582001186366&src=c&referPage=http%3a%2f%2fnews.webshots.com%2fphoto%2f1038288582001186366uBCnxr
http://community.webshots.com/inlinePhoto?photoId=1038288582001186366&src=c&referPage=http%3a%2f%2fnews.webshots.com%2fphoto%2f1038288582001186366uBCnxr
http://community.webshots.com/inlinePhoto?photoId=1038288582001186366&src=c&referPage=http%3a%2f%2fnews.webshots.com%2fphoto%2f1038288582001186366uBCnxr
http://community.webshots.com/inlinePhoto?photoId=1038288582001186366&src=c&referPage=http%3a%2f%2fnews.webshots.com%2fphoto%2f1038288582001186366uBCnxr
http://community.webshots.com/inlinePhoto?photoId=1038288582001186366&src=c&referPage=http%3a%2f%2fnews.webshots.com%2fphoto%2f1038288582001186366uBCnxr
http://community.webshots.com/inlinePhoto?photoId=1038288582001186366&src=c&referPage=http%3a%2f%2fnews.webshots.com%2fphoto%2f1038288582001186366uBCnxr
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Ar t Show t o Display 
Fir st Presbyt eri an Talent
The Congregational Life Committee is sponsoring a 
church  art show featuring the talents of our church family. 
Do you paint or draw or make pottery? Perhaps you quilt 
or take photographs? Is woodworking your gift or building 
models? Whatever your art form, whatever your age, come 
and show off your talent at our first ever Art Show which 
will be held during the friendship hour on May 18th. 
Artists should sign up at the Welcome Table. Then, be sure 
to bring your artwork to the Miller Gathering Hall before 
worship on May 18th.

Spring Play

The children"s spring play will 
take place aft er worship on 
May 18th. The congregation  
wil l enjoy an art show# style 
potluck, which will conclude 
with the children"s 
performance of Jesus and th! 
Samaritans.

Women at the Well

Nursery Care
Nursery care is available beginning at 9:30 a.m. The nursery is sta$ed during the Sunday School 
hour so parents might attend the Adult Education class, while their children enjoy learning and 
playing in the nursery. Nursery care continues during the worship hour as well. 

Joining us for the final Women at the Well for the 
spring will be Dr. Christine LaSala, MariaÕs sister, 
who is a urogynecologist at Hartford Hospital. 
Maria LaSala and Christine LaSala will invite a 
conversation about womenÕs health and wholeness. 
Women at the Well includes a shared share a supper 
of soups and breads, and then time for conversation, 
reflection, and prayer. The gatherings are meant to 
be a time to celebrate the wonder of being women 
created in the image of God, who is sister, mother, 
friend. The gatherings begin at 5:30 p.m. and end by 
7:00 p.m. If you would like to make a pot of soup or 
bring bread or dessert, please talk with co-paster 
Maria LaSala.  The May gathering will take place on 
Wednesday, May 7th. 

Our New Website
Fire up your computer, and go to the 
church"s brand new web site, at 
www.fpcnh.org

You will be amazed and delighted by the 
completely revamped site, with wonderful 
pictures of the congregation, our history 
and our mission. 

The site was designed by member Jennifer 
Anderson, a professional graphic designer. 
Thanks go to Jim Clark, who for the last 
several years has maintained our web site. 
Well done Jim, and well done Jenn!

http://www.fpcnh.org
http://www.fpcnh.org
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Pr ayers for our  c ommunity

Lectionar y Bi ble Study

In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.  Philippians 4:6
When you pray, offer ...
Prayers for the family of Don Marsden,  Don died on April 28; a Memorial Service will be held at 
 First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, June 15 at 2:30 p.m.
Prayers for Rev. Jim Tubbs, Nora Tubbs TisdaleÕs father, who had surgery in April
Prayers for Kristen LeslieÕs mother, now at home recovering from surgery 
Prayers for Mary Chesnutt, now at Larson Place
Prayers for Jane HindenlangÕs mother, Ethel Hindenlang, who is receiving hospice care
Prayers for Gaspar LaSala, recovering from surgery
Prayers for Cressida Lui and her family. CressidaÕs mother died in late April
Prayers for Merrie CavanaughÕs sister and brother-in-law, Terrie and Mike Fryer
Prayers for Nancy Meikle
Prayers for Merle Graham
Prayers for Tanya Smith, daughter of Eugene and Margaret Smith, who is serving in Iraq
Prayers for Susan Marx and Chris Serjak who are working in Kabul, Afghanistan
Prayers for the leaders of the nations

W hat is the preacher thinking about this week? A Bible Study will o$er a chance to o$er to explore 
the scripture lessons for each Sunday. Join Bil l and Maria and others from the congregation for a time 
of conversation, re%ection, and prayer on Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m. in the Miller Gathering 
Hall. Co$ee and Tea will be on! Lectionary Texts for May
May 4th! Acts 1:6#14; Psalm 68: 1#10, 1 Peter 4:12#14; 5#6#11; John 17:1#11
May 11th! Acts 2:1#21 and John 7:37#39
May 18th! Genesis 1:1#2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11#13; Matthew 28:16#20
May 25th! Isaiah 49:8#16a; Psalm 131; Corinthians 4:1#5; Matthew 6:24#34

Con!rmation Class
The Confirmation Class will be presenting reflections on the scripture lessons for  each Sunday 
morning during May. On May 4th, the class will meet with church members to talk about faith and  
church membership. Confirmation will take place during the worship service on June 22nd. A 
church wide picnic will follow worship that morning to celebrate!
May 4 Ð Meridan Cavanaugh and Christopher Woodington
May 12 Ð Ryan Smit
May 18 Ð Kate Rowland and Andrew McCloskey
June 8 Ð Joselinn Anthony
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The first weekend of May, Mattie Hatcher Long will be returning to the campus of Fisk University, 
Nashville, TN to attend her class reunion. She has been asked by the General Alumni Association to 
sing in a special concert scheduled on May 2, 2008 in the Fisk Memorial Chapel. She plans to sing 
some favorite African-American Spirituals: She is thankful that she is able to honor this request and is 
anticipating a joyous celebration with classmates and others in attendance at the Fisk Alumni Reunion,

M attie H atcher Long sings in N ashvi l le

Farewell t o Adele Cr awfor d

Adele Crawford, has completed her internship at First Presbyterian 
Church. We are grateful for her worship leadership and her presence at 
our gatherings during the year. Adele will graduate in May from Yale 
Divinity School, and is in the midst of a search for a call to a 
congregationÕs ministry. 

We thank Adele for all that she has offered in our midst, from 
thoughtful sermons to a pastoral presence shared over coffee during the 
friendship hour, from leadership at the Women at the Well gatherings to 
pizza and conversation shared with the confirmation class. May God 
continue to bless Adele richly in her ministry.

A brand new Carpet has been &tted by American Mosaic in the Miller Gathering Hall. The 
original  carpet had to be replaced due to a manufacturing problem. Church Administrator Bev 
Mil ler has been working for months with the carpet manufacturer and we are pleased to report 
that they replaced the entire carpet at no cost to the Church. Way to go Bev!

New Carpet in the Mi l ler G athering H all
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Once again we will say farewell to the college and university students 
who have become a part of our worshipping community during their 
years in New Haven.

Graduating from the University of New Haven is Beth Essinger-Hileman.
 Beth, the daughter of two Presbyterian ministers, has been active in Mission 
activities at First Presbyterian Church. She has served meals at Columbus House twice each year with 
friends from the SMILE program at UNH. Beth has participated in the Campus Ministry program during 
her time in New Haven. After graduation, Beth will begin a Ph.D. program in Chemistry at Penn State.

Graduating from Yale University are Jamie McSpadden and Rob Nelb. Both Jamie and Rob have been 
active in the life of First Presbyterian Church. Both have taught Church School, participated in the 
Mission Trip to Cuba, and the weekly Bible Study and Fellowship of the Presbyterian Campus Ministry 
(PUY). Jamie, the son of a Presbyterian minister, received a Fulbright scholarship and will return to 
Germany for studies in the Fall. Rob will return to Yale in the fall to continue graduate study.

Graduating from Yale Divinity School are three former interns, Carrie Levy, Linda Lader, and Adele 
Crawford.  Each of these women has shown the love of God in their care for this congregation, during 
their years in New Haven. Carrie will spend next year at the University of PennsylvaniaÕs hospital in a 
Clinical Pastoral Education internship. Linda will work with a congregation in the Washington, D.C. 
area as she continues preparation for ordination, and Adele, ready to be ordained, is searching for a 
church to call her own. We have been blessed with their strong leadership, preaching, prayers, and 
companionship.

Obadiah Ballinger will also graduate this May from Yale Divinity School. Oby has already begun work 
as the religious organizer for Love Makes a Family, a Connecticut based organization working for 
marriage equity. Oby and his partner Javen will continue to make New Haven their home next year.

David Miller , who is married to church administrator Bev Miller, will graduate from Yale Divinity 
School with a Master of Arts in Religion degree. David received a grant to spend a month studying in 
Israel this summer.

From our own community Sarah LaChance, daughter of Jane Hindenlang and Joel LaChance will 
graduate from Marymount Manhatten College. Sarah plans to stay in New York.

Congratulations to all!

May Graduates!
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Real Life. R eal Talk.

Real Life. Real Talk. Media Influence and Youth. Sign up today on the Welcome Table for the second 
program in this series on talking to kids about issues of sexuality. Join us next Sunday May 4th and 12:30 
p.m. Lunch and child care will be provided. The same session will be repeated on Wednesday May 14th 
at 7:00 p.m. This session will explore the effects of media (TV, radio, internet) and how it challenges 
youth today. ÒReal Life. Real Talk.Ó is part of a national effort to provide parents and communities with 
tools to have open, honest and balanced  conversations about sexuality with their kids. In New Haven, 
this is initiative involves a diverse coalition of local organizations across the cultural and ideological 
spectrum: parent groups, public health agencies, faith groups, educators, civic leaders, public officials, 
libraries, and others. The First Presbyterian Church is one of the many New Haven partners that are 
involved in this initiative and is the host of a series of programs and workshops for parents that will 
provide them with the necessary information to discuss healthy sexuality with their children. 

A church member has suggested that it might be fun to ask the pastors questions of polity, theology 
or church business, serious or otherwise. Here is the first, and their answer... Can God Be On The 
Side Of All True Believers?!At the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, it is taught that no one, not even 
children, can take communion until they have confessed their faith and formally joined the church. 
Receiving Communion without such faith confession is taught to be a serious sin (probably one 
that will keep the trespasser out of the Pearly Gates). Why in our church do we welcome all to the 
table?!

The Pastors respond: Our church order and Presbyterian theology (as our tradition understands it) 
claims that the LordÕs Table is open to all who come ready to be fed by God in Jesus Christ. Our 
order suggests that those who come should be a part of the household of God, which means that 
they should be baptized, Òremembering that access to the Table is not a right conferred upon the 
worthy but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and 
love.Ó (W-2.4011) None are too young, for our understanding is on many levels, and GodÕs 
blessing is fully available to all. Similarly, even those who doubt are welcome Òto be assured of 
GodÕs love and grace in Christ JesusÓ (W-2.4011) for God works in the mystery of the faith. Surely 
none are condemned for seeking to know and experience God more fully. 

At First Presbyterian Church, we tend to extend a broad invitation and welcome. As pastors, we are 
convinced that it is more important to invite all than to ask the certainty of baptism. We then invite 
those who become active in the churchÕs life to be baptized and to join our community, and thus 
fully participate in the life of the body of Christ in this place and in the world. 

Ask the P astor s... 
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New H aven Folk M usic
Friday,  May 2,  2008 at 8pm (doors open at 7:30)  
ELIZA GILKYSON  w/special guest GRETCHEN PETERS 
at First Presbyterian Church,  704 Whitney Avenue,  New Haven

Red House Records announces the July 17, 2007 release of Your Town Tonight, the new
live album from Grammy nominee and Austin Music Hall of Fame member Eliza Gilkyson. Her Þrst 
live recording and her 5th album on Red House, it follows her critically acclaimed Paradise Hotel, 
which won 3 Austin Music Awards and 4 Folk Alliance Awards.
Responding to adamant demands for a live CD, Eliza Gilkyson delivers 14 songs full of the passion and 
humor that fans have come to expect in her live performances. Although frequently requested favorites 
like ÒBeauty WayÓ and ÒRequiemÓ are included, Your Town Tonight is unique in its breadth, 
showcasing older originals like ÒRose of SharonÓ and ÒLights of Santa FeÓ as well as covers of songs by 
Bob Dylan (ÒJokermanÓ) and her father Terry Gilkyson (ÒBare NecessitiesÓ and ÒGreen FieldsÓ).

As the title suggests, Your Town Tonight is intimate, as if Eliza has made a personal visit to sing and tell 
her stories just for you. Recorded predominantly at the Cactus CafŽ in her hometown of Austin, Texas, 
the album features a familiar cast of characters that includes her long-time producer Mark Hallman and 
her award-winning bandÑMike Hardwick (electric guitar, dobro), Cisco Ryder (drums, vocals), Glenn 
Fukunaga (bass), Jeff Plankenhorn (acoustic guitar, vocals) and Robert McEntee (electric guitar, 
vocals). Also joining her is label-mate Ray Bonneville, playing some searing blues harmonica on 
ÒAngel and DelilahÓ and ÒDark Side of Town.Ó

From the rocking Americana sounds of the Þrst track to the down home swing of the last, Your Town 
Tonight is a friendly recording that draws the listener in, showing what makes Eliza Gilkyson stand out 
from the crowded Þeld of singer-songwriters, causing critics to call her Òone of the most original and 
inßuential folk artists of our timeÓ (This Is Texas Music).

This is Gretchen Peters' finest moment as a recording artist, and perhaps her
finest as a song-lyric poet as well...it is here, in these grooves, that the strength 
and determination in her voice -- illustrated by musical accompaniment 
and production verging on brilliant -- carry these songs from the depths and the 
darkness of her private well into the open air to be kissed by the light...Burnt 
Toast & Offerings is the most sophisticated and truthful recording about love
since Nick Cave's The Boatman's Call. It's not the next step for this contemporary singer and songwriter, 
but a giant leap, an aesthetic milestone that sets the bar higher not only for her but for anyone wishing to 
write songs honestly about the inside of a life in the process of being lived, a life that holds love as its 
zenith."

http://www.elizagilkyson.com/
http://www.elizagilkyson.com/
http://gretchenpeters.com/
http://gretchenpeters.com/
http://www.redhouserecords.com/
http://www.redhouserecords.com/
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The Capital Campaign remodeling plans for the older building include expanded library space!! !

What terriÞc and welcome news!! You may wonder why weÕre so excited.! For several years now, the 
church library hasnÕt had enough room to make library material readily accessible to you.! Here are just 
a few examples:!

" 1." All Advent and Christmas material must be stored in a large bin when it is not displayed in the 
Copeland room during Advent.! As a consequence, no one is able to borrow a Christmas-related 
book or DVD in mid-NovemberÑor even July.

!
" 1." The family DVDs and videos are crammed onto one shelf so itÕs very difÞcult to see the 

individual titles the church owns.! That may limit you to choosing from the few DVDs and 
videos displayed on the book cart in the Copeland Room.

!
" 1." The books for children are crammed onto the shelf so tightly that itÕs impossible to browse.! So 

kids are effectively limited to choosing from the few books displayed on the book cart.
!
We have so much more terriÞc library material than what you see on the book cart in the Copeland 
room.  The church owns many interesting, compelling titles in books and DVDsÑfor example, you can 
delve deeply into an historical aspect of Christianity or you can be entertained.  A library with more 
space is a benefit to you.  That way, you can easily see and borrow material from your church library. 

Li br ar y News M or e Space!

A number of members have suggested that a group be formed at First Presbyterian Church to figure out 
a more unified approach for our community of faith to respond to environmental and global warming 
responses.  As a church, weÕve been a fairly responsible environmental organization by participating in 
recycling, and minimizing our energy use, but there likely are more things that could be done.!

A short organizational meeting will be held (with a light lunch), after church on Sunday, June 15th, 
2008 to discuss ÒgreeningÓ activities that could be included in our church and personal lives.!

Please see Martha Smith or Mary Beth Decker if you have any questions or comments.

"Gr eening#  the Chur ch gr oup forming
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